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DARCIE CIMARUSTI

https://npeaction.org/hijackedbybillionaires/


LittleSis (the opposite of Big Brother) is a free database of 
who-knows-who at the heights of business and government. 

They are a grassroots watchdog network connecting the dots 
between the world’s most powerful people and organizations.



     Billionaires must not go unchecked when they use their wealth and 
power to hijack state and local elections. They must be exposed when they 
force their agenda on communities and school districts. When corporate 
reform spending is uncovered before an election, it can have a 
tremendous impact on the outcome. That is where you come in. Take the 
time to learn how to follow the money and expose corporate reform 
spending in an upcoming election.  

If your state or local paper isn’t reporting it, or is underreporting it, write 
about it yourself. Blog, write a letter to the editor, or link up with a 
grassroots public education advocacy organization in your area. 
  
Corporate billionaire reformers may be able to outspend us, but exposing 
that spending is a powerful tool at our disposal – learn how to use it. 

Hijacked by Billionaires Conclusion: How to Follow the Money

“
“



OLIGRAPHER

https://littlesis.org/oligrapher
https://littlesis.org/maps/3232-newark-new-jersey-new-york-billionaires-flood-a-new-jersey-mayoral-election-with-cash?Democrats_for_Education_Reform's_Dark_Money_Tries_to_Influence_Election
https://littlesis.org/maps/3339-louisiana-2011-jeb-bush-calls-and-billionaire-dollars-follow?Bobby_Jindal_and_Jeb_Bush_Raise_Funds_to_Ensure_Enough_Votes_for_John_White_as_State_Superintendent


YOU CAN LEARN HOW TO USE LITTLESIS!
▸ LittleSis conducts regular training webinars. The next training 

is on October 29th. You can register at www.littlesis.org, or 
by contacting munira@littlesis.org.  

▸ The training will give new users a demo of the LittleSis 
database and will show users how to edit the database using 
the LittleSis Chrome extension 

▸ If there is sufficient interest I can arrange a webinar with 
LittleSis to learn how to use Oligrapher. 

▸ Stay tuned for an upcoming NPE Action webinar with 
Anthony Cody, NPE Action Executive Director Carol Burris, 
and myself. We will discuss the Hijacked by Billionaires report

http://www.littlesis.org
mailto:munira@littlesis.org


ANDREA GABOR 
 990S: MINING NONPROFIT TAX 

RETURNS



ALL ABOUT 990S
▸ What is the 990? 

▸ An annual disclosure document that most organizations 
claiming federal tax-exempt status must file yearly 

▸ Which organizations must file 990s? 

▸ Nonprofits with gross receipts over $200,000 or total  
assets over $500,000* 

▸ Where to find them 

▸ The Foundation Center offers free 990 searches   

*A 990 EZ is filed by organizations with more than $50,000 in receipts but less than $200K



EXAMPLES OF NONPROFIT ORGS WITH 990S
▸ 501(c)(3) public charities—most common. American 

Red Cross, Greenpeace Fund, Mayo Clinic, Wounded 
Warriors, Boys and Girls Clubs, homeless shelters… 

▸ 501(c)(3) private foundations—Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation, Walton 
Family Foundation… 

▸ 501(c)(4) civic leagues and social welfare 
organizations—including political, advocacy arms of 
501(c)(3) these do NOT need to disclose donors  



MORE ON 501(C)(4)S
▸ The IRS allows these groups to participate in some political 

activity as long as politics isn’t their primary purpose. 
Unwritten rule: Orgs spend less than half of their 
resources on political activities 

▸ Examples of 501(c)(4)s: National Rifle Association and 
the Sierra Club 

‣ Dark money, 501(c)(4) & ed-reformers: Families for 
Excellent Schools-Advocacy (FESA) fined a record $426K 
by the MA OCPF for functioning as ballot committee 
during the referendum to raise charter cap in 2016 
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MORE INFORMATION FOUND IN 990S
‣ Grants and contributions paid or approved during the year 

‣ Includes names of grantees, purpose of the grant, and 
amounts paid 

‣ Compensation of key employees 

‣ Board members, trustees, & “key employees” (the five most 
highly paid) 

‣ Revenue, including government grants, gifts and grants, 
and non-cash contributions 

‣ Propaganda, including efforts to influence legislation* 
*Note: A foundation (like Broad) might fund ed-reform media, but it doesn’t call it “propaganda” 



MORE INFORMATION FOUND IN 990S
‣ Expenses, including: 

‣ Lobbying fees 

‣ Advertising and promotion 

‣ Conferences, conventions and meetings 

‣ In 2007, IRS revised what info needed to be 
disclosed and added questions about among others: 

‣ Nonprofit’s conflict of interest policies  

‣ Whistleblower policies  

‣ Document retention/destruction policies   



FINDING 990S
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MORE DARK MONEY RESOURCES
‣ OpenSecrets.org 

‣ Website of the Center for Responsive Politics, which 
tracks money in U.S. Politics 

‣ FollowtheMoney.org 

‣ Produced by the Campaign Finance Inst. 

‣ “Highlights of IRS Form 990” 

‣ Guidestar produces this free online guide on 990s

http://OpenSecrets.org
http://FollowtheMoney.org
https://learn.guidestar.org/help/highlights-of-irs-form-990


MERCEDES SCHNEIDER 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE



New York Examples:
Great Public Schools PAC (Eva Moskowitz): 
January, 2018 donor - Dan Loeb 

Andrew Cuomo - Uses as personal fund 
January, 2018 donors - numerous; can see who, exactly



CANDIDATE: Michael Pence 
2016 2nd quarterly report: Out-of-state donors 
Expenditures: e.g., grocery store “networking”
CONTRIBUTORS: “Walton” returned too many results;  
Narrowed to “Alice Walton” 
Total contribution; no “in-kind” 
American Federation for Children Action Fund (school choice)

Indiana Examples


