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Who we are

We are a non-partisan 
coalition connecting  
ALL public education 
supporters to information, 
actions, and each other.



Every child deserves 
an equally excellent  

public education.
No 

exceptions.



The people who know and care the 
most about  

our students and schools

should be HEARD the 
LOUDEST and 

RESPECTED the MOST.



Why we do it: EQUITY MATTERS

•Student  success 
•Funding fairness 
•Respect for teachers 
•Democracy 
depends on strong 
public schools 

•Thriving communities
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Why don’t we have equity?

*Change* in Per-Pupil Revenue Over Time
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Source: Department of Public Instruction. 2011-13 State Budget. http://pb.dpi.wi.gov/
pb_11-13_budget 
 2013-15 State Budget.  http://news.dpi.wi.gov/news_2013-15-state-budget-information   
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Wisconsin 
has cut 

$3.5 
BILLION 

in state aid 
to public 
schools 
since 
2011 



How does school funding work in 
Wisconsin? 



FUNDING INEQUITY in Wisconsin:  
Per Pupil State Aid 

PUBLIC  $5,001 (K-12 average) 
                         $8,619 (privately-run charter) 

PRIVATE  $7,754 (K-8 Private Tuition Subsidy)* 

   $8,400 (9-12 Private Tuition Subsidy)* 

   $12,431 (Special Needs Tuition Subsidy)* 

* Private figures are for 2018-2019 WPCP. Source: DPI 



35,420 students at 240 school statewide 
received vouchers in 2017-2018.  

Total voucher spending for  
2017-2018 statewide was 

$274,003,172.65 



1845 2018

Only 28% of ALL 
voucher recipients 

in the statewide 
program ever 

attended a public 
school 

(2013-present) 



What we do that works 

LOCAL LEVEL ACTION, 
STATEWIDE IMPACT



1. GET ORGANIZED







2. DEVELOP A PLAN.  
FOLLOW IT. FUND IT.

Dec 2017/Jan 2018: 
Legislative Alerts 
Filing for Spring Elections 
First Blue Ribbon Commis-
sion on meeting 

Oct/Nov/Dec 2018: 
Nov. 6: Fall Election 
DPI 2019-2020 
Budget released 
 

2018 WPEN Local Action Timeline 

Local Action Peaks: 
Host a regional “I love 
my public school 
event!” - celebrate 
local schools week of 
Feb. 12-16 

Statewide Peak: 
Feb. 12-16  I Love My 
Public School events 
(regional or local) am-
plified by WPEN 
 

Local Action Peaks: 
Local forums on school board 
elections, tax payer accountabil-
ity and transparency in voucher 
spending (perhaps some sort of 
local action day around this/
paired with getting out and 
voting) 

Statewide Peaks: 
April 3: Spring Election 

THEME:  

#VOTEPUBLIC 

Feb/March 2018: 
Legislative Hearings 
Feb. 20: Spring primary 
 

April/May/June 2018: 
Legislative Hearings 
April 3: Spring Election 

July/Aug/Sept 2018: 
Budget planning begins 
Aug. 1: WPEN Summer Summit 

Local Action Peaks: 
Promote Summer Summit local-
ly (bring local leaders!) and on-
going #VotePublic efforts 

Statewide Peaks: 
Aug. 1: Summer Summit 
Aug. 14: Primary Election 

Local Action Peaks: 
Us on a Bus (local bus stops with 
media to highlight ed issues) + 
#VotePublic 

Statewide Peaks: 
Us on a Bus 
events (final 
stop: circle 
the Capitol) 
Nov. 6:  
General 
Election 

PEAK TACTICS 

- focused on a specific, 
measurable outcome 
(strategic goal) that will 
improve lives 
- build capacity 
- leverage resources and 
strengths of team 
- motivational  
- contagious, others can 
and want to emulate 

FOUNDATIONAL/
BUILDING BLOCK TAC-
TICS 

- ongoing  or preparatory  
- “behind the scenes” 
work 
- makes use of resources 
- strengthens team 

 

Start planning 
strategy for the 
BUDGET ACTION 
PLAN 
(2019/2020) 



•Build power to achieve a goal



Advocacy 
Matters#VotePublic

1. Make public education a nonpartisan 

focus of all elections 

2.Elect strong supporters of 

our students and public schools

3.Hold our elected officials 

accountable for making votes that 

benefit our students and public 

schools once elected.





•3. ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY

•BE THE CHANGE 
•Local level > state 
level 

•Being a cheerleader 
vs being a critical 
friend









•4. AMPLIFY THE ACTION #BETHEMEDIA



Local 
impact



Be an everyday advocate  
for strong public schools!



Thank you!  
please join us

<EMAIL>   hdb@WisconsinNetwork.org  
               facebook.com/WisconsinNetwork/  
   web             WisconsinNetwork.org  
            @WiscEdNetwork


